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INTRODUCTION 



This research began as a professional leave project during the years 
1985-1986. It is an attempt to identify the cultural resources of one 
related family in the United States. A chronology of events and activities, 
associated with them, is being established from historic and genealogical 
sources. Once this is accomplished, I hope to provide additional data on 
them by using archaeology as a source of Information. 

Phase I of this research was a general overview of potential archaeo- 
logical sites, related to this family, across the United States. Phase II 
1s focused on the area where they first settled in the state of Maryland. 
It started out as a project to locate the land patent known as, "Scotch 
Lotf, in what is now Washington County, Maryland. Once it was found, I 
intended to survey it for archaeological sites. As every project does, 
this one expanded beyond the intent of my original design. I seem to 
underestimate the quantity of historic data available and accumulate more 
than my share during these "simple" projects. 

This paper should not be viewed as a completed project, but as a 
project to be completed as additional Information 1s gathered. 

I should apologize for any surname spelling errors in this paper. My 
own family spells its nam, Avey or Eavey and it is found in the historic 
docu^nts as Evey, Evy, Avy, etc. I use the Avey because it is the way I 
speH my nam,. Other surnames used include; Saltsgaver, sometimes spelled 
Sallsgaver or Fallsgaver; and Fasnaught, sometimes spelled Fosnough. 

The chart on the following page (Fig.l:2) represents the first four 
generations of the Avey family as understood to this date. 
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Figure 1 : Avey, first four generations 
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ENVIRONMENT 



Washington County, Havana »« 1n centra, Maryland beacon the states 
of Pennsylvania and West Virginia. South Mountain, on the east, separates 1t 
fn. Frederick County fro. which it was fo~d in 1776. Sidling H«, Creek 
separates it fro™ Allegany County on the west and a number of other streams 
flow through the County to feed the Potomac River on the south. 

The area that is the subject of this paper lies south of Hagerstown, 
Maryland and north of Boonsboro, Ma^land on U.S. 40A at Benevoia, Maryland. 
Little Beaver Creek and Beaver Creek flow through "Scotch Lett" and :oin 
Antietam Creek to the west. (Fig.2:4) 
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PROJECT PROPOSAL 



In OBJra„.to establish where archaeology can play a role In decanting 
our past, one must know where the gaps are in the historic records. This 

mmm exh ? usW KM* n*t& • 1nforr ' at1on ' 

^establish what is known about the past. Archaeological research can then 
provide information to fill 1n the unknown gaps. This was an attest to 
survey the data pertaining to a land patent in what is now Washington 
County, Maryland, called "Scotch Lott". 

Originally I intended to do an archaeological assessment of this prop- 
erty to see if I could find sites associated with this family that may pro- 
vide archaeological Information. Although I did walk over a portion of 
"Scotch Lott" and interviewed local landowners, most of my time was spent 
doing archival research. After acre information is gathered the archaeo- 
logical reconnaissance will be more meaningful. 



RESEARCH DESIGN 



■ 

Hy assumption was that If I knew the original shape of "Scotch Lott" 
then 1 may be able to overlay 1t on the current plat maps of Washington 
County and relocate it. This was based on the idea that some of the orig- 
inal borders would still exist as current land boundaries. 

The verification for this assumption would be determined by doing a 
title search on the suspected parcels of land for references to "Scotch 
Lott" . 



METHODS OF INVESTIGATION 



Jim Forrest, a friend and colleague, provided the first scale map of 
"Scotch Lott". (Fig. 3:7) He accomplished this by taking the original land 
record description and converting the "perch" distances to feet. (1 perch 
= 1 rod = 16.5 feet) Then using the degree angles from the description, 
he drew the map. 

I called the Washington County, Maryland Assesor's Office to find 
out the scale of their plat maps (600' = 1") and re-scaled the original 
to their dimensions. (Fig. 4:8) 

As a precautionary measure, adjoining plots of land and sales of 
parts of "Scotch Lott" were mapped in case the original boundaries were 
indistinguishable. (Figs. 5-11:9-15) Transparencies were made of these 
and overlaid to understand their relationship to one another (Fig. 12:16) 
and to hypothesize individial land holdings. (Fig. 13: 17) As a conse- 
quence, the original map wound up looking like a modern art project. 
(Fig. 14: 18) 

The phase I investigation, in 1985-1986, had provided enough infor- 
mation to establish a general location for "Scotch Lott" in the County. 
I visited the Seattle Public Library and copied the USGS map, for that 
portion of the County, to become more familiar with the streams, springs 
and general land contour. (Fig. 15:19) This was scaled to the 1877 map in 
the reprint of the Washington County Atlas. (Lake, et.al. 1877) (Fig. 16:20) 

The sales of "Scotch Lott" were plotted on a chart in chronological 
order. (F1g. 17:21) Any sales prior to 1776 would be in the Frederick 
County Courthouse, so I needed that data if I was doing research in 
Washington County. 

In Hagerstown, the Assesor's Office staff provided copies of the 
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Figure 12 
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appropriate plat map, (Fig. 18:23) which had the parcel numbers and land 
record references on them that were needed to do the title searches 1n 
the Washington County Land Records Office. 



RESULTS 

My initial overlay of "Scotch Lott" was disappointing because, 
although they were there, the borders were not distinguishable. As I had 
become familiar with the maps I had drawn, I did recognize the northern 
portion of a sale of "Scotch Lott" (Fig. 10:14) that was on the current 
plat map. (Fig. 19:24) 

The first parcel number I checked was 139, belonging to E. Leister 
Hobley Jr., that was recorded in the land record book number 407, on 
page 713. I had to look at two previous sales of this parcel before I 
found the first reference to "Scotch Lott" in book 400, on page 109. 
This verified my hypothesis, however, it is only valid when the sales of 
the original patents are documented from the past to the present and may 
be Invalid 1f the land has been substantially subdivided. 

As it was my goal to locate some of the archaeological sites related 
to the Avey (Eavey) family, Lee Stine called Mr. Mobley and set up an 
appointment for us to visit him and walk over his property. Two locations 
were interesting to me. In Henry Avey's will, in 1763, he mentioned the 
house his wife would live in and that his son Jacob would keep it up for 
her and take care of the ten apple trees next to the house. I thought 
thismight be located in the southwest corner of the map (Fig. 12:16) 
marked 1768. I assumed that, as Joseph and Jacob sold off portions of 
"Scotch Lott", they may retain the..house. I also assumed Jacob would be 
the one who would get the house, as his father directed him to care for 
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Figure 19: "Scotch Lott" sale 
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it I found, through further research, I had assumed too m«. Oacob sold 
,H of his portions of "Scotch Lott" by 1771 and Joseph sold his final 
pieces in 1774VThe visit to Mr. Mobley provided no infomation on the 
western portion of the «ap. No recants of buildings had ever been seen 
in that area. As it was hard to get to, an^haebloglcal survey -as not 

completed of the area. 

The other location that was Interesting to me was noted 1n the last 
sale by Jacob Avey to Jacob Saltsgaver. (0:439. 7/25/1771) In it there 1s 
a reference to a stone between Joseph Avey's house and Jacob Avey' s saw 

Another reference to the stone is in Joseph Avey's sale to John 
Fausnaught 0U». 8/12/1774), where the stone is located between Joseph 
Avey's house and Oacob S.ltsgaver's house. This means that, between 1771 
and 1774. Jacob Saltsgaver built his house between Joseph Avey's house 
and Jacob Avey's saw .ill. This area has a lot of activity and may be 
interesting archaeologlcally. (Fig.20:26) 

Mr. Mobley's daughter provided photographs of an old log structure 
that was reeved fro. her portion of "Scotch Lett", parcel number 238, 
(Fig.lB-.23) ™ved to West Virginia and rebuilt. (F1g.2l:27) This is 
being researched to determine Its age and relationship to the fa m ilies 
in the area. 

P,t and Lee Stine and I visited the location of the mill dam that 
ra „ to the Newcomer's grist mill (F1g.22:28) in Benevola. It 1s my 
feeling that this dam may have powered Jacob Avey's saw mill, as it is 
referred to In the early deeds. (0:439, 7/25/1771; L:J8. 5/12/1768) 
when we visited the Richard Newco^r family, he informed me that the 

possibility of excavating this silted dam. because anything lost or. 
tossed into the pond would have been covered by stratified silt deposits 
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Figure 20 
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Figure 21 
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that may be defined yearly. This would also give environmental information 
that could be useful in understanding the past of the area. 

At this point it became apparent to me that I had to locate "Scotch 
Lott" with more precision, so I returned to the Land Records Office and 
started to check. other parcel numbers. Time necessitated that I gather 
data and wait until I return home to analyse it. 

When I arrived home, the land records were plotted on a map to show 
the ownership and boundary changes through time. (Figs. 23-28:30-35) 
These were checked by comparing them to the 1850' s plat map that was 
re-drawn from the wall of the Land Records Office. (Fig. 29:36) 

Pat Stine sent me copies of the work done on land patents by Dr. 
Arthur G. Tracey, which are available in the Washington County Free 
Library. His work was microfilmed from the records of the Carrol County 
Historical Society In Westminster, Maryland by Dickey, Shoemaker and Fry. 
(1974) Tracey's work and his daughter's additional work, after his death, 
can be found In Tracey and Dern's "Pioneers of Old Monocacy" (1987). 
Their Introduction is a "must" for anyone working with land records in 
Maryland. Using the Tracey drawings and the land records, a map was drawn 
of the general area around "Scotch Lott". (F1g. 30:37) 

According to the updated chronology (Figs.31-34:38-41) "Scotch Lott" 
was held intact by the Avey family from 1745-1768 and in part from 1745- 
1774. In 1774 Jacob Avey purchased 994 acres on the Potomac River and may 
have moved there; however, he still had 30 acres of "Mt. Misery" that he 
also acquired In 1774. I have been unable to find a sale for "Mt. Misery". 
Joseph Avey moved to the Potomac River, circa. 1783, when he acquired 79 
acres'of "Sprigg's Delight", which his family held into the 1800's. Jacob 
sold his land on the Potomac in 1782 and may have lived on "Mt. Misery" 
or moved to Pennsylvania, as a Jacob Avey shows up in Fayette County in 
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Figure 30 
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the 1790 census. (USDOC 1908) 

Another son of Henry Avey, John, only received five acres of "Scotch 
Lott" in his father's will. This was probably due to the fact that he had 
acquired at least 450 acres of his own land by the time his father died. 
"Avey's Delight"., "John's Delight" (Fig. 35:43) and "Avey's Good Luck" are 
just three of the land parcels held by John Avey. His children, Andrew 
and Jacob, and Jacob's wife Susan (Snavely) Avey (Eavey) , purchased and 
sold portions of "Scotch Lott" until 1866 when Andrew Avey's heirs sold 
the last piece to David Newcomer. The Newcomers were purchasing portions 
of "Scotch Lott" in the early 1800' s and still hold a large part of it 
today. The 100 year occupation of the land by the Aveys' is surpassed by 
the Newcomers' 180 year occupation. Any archaeological investigation 
would provide data on both of these families. Marriage and business re- 
lationships have existed between the Newcomers, Stonebreakers and Aveys. 
Fasnaughts, Saltsgavers, Roots, and Snavelys all play a role in this, but 
that is a research project in itself. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Although the location of "Scotch Lott" has been identified, more 
work will be required to determine its exact boundaries. A number of 
problems make this difficult: magnetic north changes as one goes back in 
time, early land record descriptions of water courses may not be the same 
as they are today and the measurement of distances become more accurate 1n 
the recent land records. Attempts to scale "Scotch Lott" and overlay it on 
the current maps have shown that being off just slightly can change things 
drastically. (Figs. 36-39:44-47) The parcels on the east side of the 
Hagerstown - Boonsboro turnpike need to be checked to see 1f they are 
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Figure 36 
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"Scotch Lott" 1s larger than scale, however, the boundaries of "Kt. 
Misery seem to fit the current map better. 
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Figure 37 
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Figure 38 
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Figure 39 
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part of "Scotch Lott". This, plus a detailed archaeological reconnais- 
sance, should provide more specifics. 

We need to determine the age of the log structure removed from 
"Scotch Lott". 

As no will has ever been found for Jacob Avey^ his portion of "Ht. 
Misery" should be checked to see if his heirs sold it under another 
name. 

The relationship between the families of Benevola should be added 
to this story. 

The Potomac River property of both Jacob and Joseph Avey should be 
located. 



I 
H 
I 
I 



Wey, Michael Garland % ni 

The Cultural Resources of the Avey Family: Phase I, 
Inventory of Archaeological Sites. Pierce College at 
Fort Steilacoom. Tacoma, Washington. 



Land Records 

1748-1776 Frederick County, Maryland. 
1776-Date Washington County, Maryland. 

Patents or resurveys preceded by BY-BC-GS or a combination are 
available from the Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland. 



I 

I 



Maps 

Dickey, Shoemaker, Fry "v.j. 

1974 Microfilm of records of Dr. Arthur G. Tracey. 
Carrol County Historic Society. Westminster, 
Maryland. Copy on file at the Washington County 
Free Library, Hagerstown, Maryland. 

Lake, Griffin and Stevens 

1877 An Illustrated Atlas of Washington County, Maryland 
27 South Sixth St., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
1975 reproduction Uni graphic Inc. Evansville, 
Indiana. 

Plat Map l T ifii 

Boonsboro District. Department of Assessments and Taxation 

Baltimore, Maryland. 



I 



1850's Washington County, Maryland, Land Records Office. 
Microfilm on file. 

Thomas , . • -, 

1954 Pictorial Atlas of the World. The Geographical 
Publishing Co., Chicago, Illinois. 

USGS 

1982 Boonsboro, Maryland. Ruston, Virginia. 

Tracey, Grace L. and John P. Dern 

1987 Pioneers of Old Monocacy. Genealogical Publishing 
Co. Inc., Baltimore, Maryland. 

USDOC (United States Department of Commerce and Labor/ Bureau of the 

Census) e , . ., , 

1908 Heads of Families of the First Census of the United 
States, Taken in the Year 1790, Pennsylvania. 
Government Printing Office, Washington D. C. 



